
Celebrate 
Constitution Day 

& 

Citizenship Day 
on 

September 17 

What is the Constitution? 

The United States Constitution has 
withstood the test of time for more 
than two centuries as our Nation's 
charter of government and the 
guarantor of our liberties. Signed in 
Philadelphia on September 17, 
1787, this founding document 
reflects our core values and 
enshrines the truths set forth in the 
Declaration of Independence, that 
we are each endowed with certain 
unalienable rights. As the 
beneficiaries of these rights, all 
Americans have a solemn obligation 
to participate in our democracy so 
that it remains vibrant, strong, and 
responsive to the needs of our 
citizens. 

President Barack Obama 
September 16, 2009 

Knowing what is in the U.S. 
Constitution and why the Constitution 
is relevant to us today is fundamental 
to our being able to defend it. As 
federal civil servants supporting the 
Department of Defense, we have a 
special obligation to understand and 
appreciate the U.S. Constitution and 
the role we each play in providing 'for 
the common defense'. 

http://constitutionday. 
cpms.osd.mil 
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